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for the Republican form of government and for
Voltaire. The little Republic "was then in a constitu-
tional tumult, for the citizens were pressing for a
share in what had till then been a narrow aristocracy.
In this they had the support of Voltaire, who lived, the
literary potentate of Europe, at Ferney, just outside the
city bounds, in the feudal seigniory of Gex. To his
chateau by the lake pilgrims resorted from all parts of
Europe to pay their court, and were hospitably received*
Smith seems to have visited Ferney five or six times
during his short stay and conversation deepened the
admiration which b'j favourite author had inspired.

Samuel Rogers, meeting Smith a year before his death,
happened to remark of some writer that he was rather
superficial, a Voltaire. <fc Sir!" cried Smith, incensed by
this u&e of the indefinite article, striking the table with
his hand, ki there has been but one Voltaire." Voltaire,
on his side, probably thought well of the Theory of
Moral Sentiments, for his intimate friend. Dr. Tronehin,
the famous physician of Geneva, had sent his son to
attend Smith's classes at Glasgow. Rogers's visit fell
in the year of the French Revolution, and the question
of king against parliaments was being debated. Smith
mentioned that Voltaire had an aversion to the States,
and was attached to the royal authority. Voltaire
had talked about the Duke of Richelieu, whom the
party had met at Toulouse, as a singular character.
The duke had slipped down at Versailles, a few years
before his death, " the first faux pas he had ever made
at Court.'7 When Saint-Fond, who visited Edinburgh
in 1784, called on Adam Smith, he was shown a fine
bust of Voltaire; and Smith discoursed upon the incal-
culable obligations that Reason owed to the Philosopher